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Assessment

Standardised tests and exams are used frequently, to encourage pupils to learn the work on a regular basis, and to prepare pupils for external exams.  The results are stored centrally using a spreadsheet.  The results are used to provide accurate feedback to pupils and parents.  
Students must become familiar with the assessment objectives (knowledge and understanding, application, analysis and evaluation) throughout the 3 years so that they are prepared well for the final examinations.
Regular Assessment

Pupils will be given a written assessment at the end of every unit, these will be assessed thoroughly with written comments on www (what went well) and ebi (even better if).     Pupils will be given a GCSE grade (1-9)
NOTE: assessments/ topics will get harder throughout the course, so it is expected that pupils grades will stay reasonably static as they mature and are able to answer more complex questions.

End of unit assessments and mock examinations are filed in a spate assessment folder.

Other smaller tests and assessments are glued into their books.  Results logged on department planner.
Mock Examinations

Pupils will also be given a number of mock exams (questions taken from old exam papers) in years 9, 10 and11, these will be assessed thoroughly with www and ebi comments.  A GCSE grade will be given.  

Pupils will be given time to reflect upon teacher comments and have the opportunity in improve their answers.

Mock examinations will be kept in pupil folder.  Results logged on department spreadsheet.

Other assessments / marking of day to day work
Most work in exercise books is for class notes and activities, class activities are normally marked either by pupils themselves or via peer assessment.  However pupils will undertake a number of case studies, these will be marked thoroughly and a GCSE grade and move on comments given in their exercise books.  Relevant work / assessments will be recorded in teacher planner.
Exercise books are generally marked at least once every 2 weeks.

Homework
Homework will generally be completed in the back of exercise books and where applicable a GCSE grade and detailed feedback will be given.  Pupils will also have the opportunity at times to improve any weak answers and act upon teacher’s comments.

Results logged in teacher planner.  Homework set once per week, details of which will appear on the Business Studies section of the website.
Pupil Self-Assessment

Pupils are required to reflect upon and assess their own progress (enjoyment, attitude, attendance and understanding) upon completion of each unit.  This is recorded in the front of their exercise books.

Targets

All pupils are set targets for the year based on whole school data.  These targets can help in deciding how well the pupil is doing given their ability, it is important that we spend some time after each test to consider how pupils have got on and whether any action is necessary.  
Although this can be time-consuming it is important to meet and discuss with individual students their performance/progress, agreed targets set and intervention strategies adopted at regular intervals throughout the course.
Principles:
· Assessment for Learning is an integral part of the teaching and learning process, a valuable formative and summative tool.

· The outcomes of assessment modify teaching methods, provide feedback on the schemes of work as well as indicate student progress.

· I recognise the potential for assessment in developing a sound self image in the student from positive and constructive feedback and the feeling of success which encourages further study.

· Formal assessments MUST be relevant and meaningful in measuring pupil performance and allow for accurate predictions through the use of Exam Board materials and mark schemes.

· Results of assessment are reported in a way useful for student, teacher, parent and other interested parties. One route is by way of verbal feedback in the first available lesson following submission of the work in question together with written comments that aid progression. 
· Assessments MUST be carried out and available in line with whole school data collection points.
· Students are encouraged to be aware of the evidence and assessment techniques being used and students are actively engaged in the procedure by self-assessing a percentage of their own work with the assistance of their own copy of the Criteria of Assessment and model answers (where available). 
· The criteria adopted for the assessment of assignments are in accordance with the relevant Examining Board, currently Edexcel.
