
GCSE ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND GCSE ENGLISH LITERATURE 

 
EXAM BOARD:  AQA GCSE (9-1) 

Year 11 students will study for two GCSE qualifications - one in English Language and 

one in English Literature. Both GCSEs are 100% terminal exam. Each GCSE requires 

students to sit two exam papers - four in total. 

 
Students will be awarded 2 GCSE grades from 9 to 1 - with 9 being the highest grade 

(equivalent to A**) and 1 the lowest (equivalent to the old GCSE grade G) 

 

ENGLISH LITERATURE  
Dates of Literature exams: 

Literature Paper 1: 22nd May 

Literature Paper 2: 25th May 

 

GCSE ENGLISH LITERATURE 

Paper 1 Shakespeare  and the  19th-century 

1 hour and 45 minutes (50%) 

GCSE ENGLISH LITERATURE 

Paper 2 Modern texts  and poetry 

2 hours and 15 minutes (50%) 

What's assessed? 

• Shakespeare play 

• 19 t h Century novel 
1 hour 45 minutes 
64 marks 

40% of GCSE 

Questions: 

Sec
.
tion A Shakespeare: 

Candidates will answer one question on their 

play of choice. They will be required to 

write in detail about an extract from the 

play and then to write about the play as a 

whole. 

Section 8 The 19th-century novel: 

What's assessed? 

• Modern Prose or play 
• The poetry anthology 
• Unseen poetry 

2 hour 15 minutes 
96 marks 

60% of GCSE 

Questions: 

Section A Modern texts: 

• Candidates will answer one essay question 

from a choice of two on their studied 

modern prose or drama text. 

Section 8 Poetry: 

• Candidates will answer one comparative 
question on one named poem printed on 
the paper and one other poem from their 

chosen anthology cluster. 

Section C Unseen poetry: 

• Candidates will answer one question on their 

novel of choice. They will be required to 

write in detail about an extract from the 

novel and then to write about the novel as a 

whole. • Students will answer one question on one 

unseen poem and one question comparing 

this poem with a second unseen poem 

Note: students cannot take any texts into the exam room! 



GCSE ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

 

50% of the GCSE tests reading unseen texts from 19
th 

, 20t h and 21st century 

50% of the GCSE tests writing - of which, 20% is SPAG so technical accuracy in the 

exam is vital. 

 
Exam dates: 

Language Paper 1: 5th June 

Language Paper 2: 8th June 

 

GCSE ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

PAPER 1 

1 hour 45 minutes (50%) 

GCSE ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

PAPER 2 

2 hours (50%) 

Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Reading and Paper 2: Writers' Viewpoints and Perspectives 

Writing  

 What's assessed? 

What's assessed?  

 Section A: Reading 

Section A: Reading 

4 reading questions based on one literature fiction 

4 question based on two non-fiction extracts (one 

21st  Century non-fiction text and one 19th literary 

text (unseen) non-fiction text) 

(40marks) (40 marks) 

Section B: Writing Section B: Writing 

One descriptive or narrative writing task One writing task in which candidate present a 

(40 marks) viewpoint 

 (40 marks) 

1 hour 45 minutes  

80 marks 1 hour 45 minutes 

50% of GCSE 80 marks 

 50% of GCSE 

 

 
GCSE ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

 

Spoken Language Endorsement 

 
Students will complete a presentation, take part in class discussions and demonstrate their ability to 

use· Standard English effectively. Presentations will be recorded and sent to the exam board. 

 
Students will be given either a pass, merit or distinction - these will appear on their final GCSE 

certificates. 
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http://www.aqa.org.uk/English-e-library

