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November 2022
Dear Parent/Carer

Outstanding attendance is everyone’s responsibility and is a crucial aspect of any child’s
school career. Here at St Joseph’s Catholic High School, we are committed to maintaining
high levels of attendance to ensure that students have the opportunity to achieve the very
best outcomes.

We define regular attendance as attending school every day, arriving at school on time and
attending every lesson. It is the parents’ legal responsibility to ensure their child attends
school regularly. We expect our students to achieve at least 97% attendance. We
understand that on occasion illness cannot be helped, however, we want every student, and
parent/carer, to work with us in helping to achieve this target.

If your child’s attendance does fall below our target of 95% within this next academic year,
it is likely that we will include your child in an attendance monitoring and initiate
attendance action plans in order to support improvements in their attendance. Students
with persistent absence, attendance below 90% and/or clear patterns of absence that do
not improve through school support will be referred to the Local Authority Education
Welfare Service for further intervention.

Our school aims to maximise attendance rates in order to ensure that all students are able
to take the fullest advantage of the learning experience available to them and are prepared
for the world of work and further study. We know that good attendance is directly linked to
high achievement in Year 11.

The accompanying chart should go some way to explaining the importance of good
attendance:

Thank you for your continued support.

Yours faithfully

Ms W Lightfoot
Associate Assistant Headteacher, Attendance

Harrington Road, Workington, Cumbria CAl14 3EE
01900 873290 www.sjchs.uk office@sjchs.uk
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