
St Joseph’s Whole School Literacy Policy  

All staff should: ‘Demonstrate an understanding of and take responsibility for promoting high standards of literacy and 

the correct use of standard English, whatever the teacher’s specialist subject.’ (Teacher standards September 2012.)  

It is our belief that all teachers are teachers of literacy and through a whole school approach to literacy and writing 

standards, we are fulfilling the St Joseph’s Mission statement, Living, loving, learning through Christ. Literacy is 

fundamental to students’ development and underpins our curriculum by developing abilities to speak, listen, and read 

and write for a wide range of audiences and purposes. Supporting students to express themselves clearly orally, and in 

writing, enhances and enriches teaching and learning in all subjects across the curriculum. Teachers and support staff, in 

all subject areas, have a crucial role to play in helping develop students’ literacy. Literacy must be embraced by the 

whole school, with all staff responsible for promoting high standards of literacy and writing skills. Literacy is of high 

importance in our curriculum and has a wider reaching impact on the lives of our learners. 

All staff will ensure they: 

• Check students work for SPaG errors and identity these errors by circling the error with the following codes (SP 

for spelling, G for gramma, P for punctuation and CL for capital letter) 

• The first paragraph of any extended writing will be marked for SPaG 

• Plan for plenty of opportunities for DIRT - this must be completed in green pen take place after in depth 

marking at least once a term (twice for Core subjects) 

Students need to ensure each lesson they: 

• Make sure all capital letters are used correctly. 

•  Use full stops to demarcate every sentence.  

•  Use TIPTOP paragraphing to organise your ideas.  

• Spell common everyday words and subject specific words correctly. 

•  Use apostrophes and commas correctly. 

• Correct any mistakes using green pen as part of ‘DIRT’ improvement work, following on from teacher 

feedback or peer assessment. 

 

 


